
p2iU'tUU>'3

OIl|t
Vol. XLIV Champaign, Illinois — December 1974

HOMECOMING '74
THE WAY WE ARE-IS GREAT I

Homecomings, the old college tradition of welcoming the
alumni to visit their alma mater and fraternity house, was
brought nostalgically back to birthplace November ninth and
tenth. On the 50th anniversary of Memorial Stadium, the
campus re-established the vestiges of the 1920's —the bon
fires, pep rallies and the homecoming queen contests —which
helped make that era roar. Chi Zeta joined in to reproduce
those moods by decorating the house with old composites and
party pictures and recreating the spirit of Red Grange in a
magnificent house deck fitting this years theme, "1924: The
Way it Was." With an animated, sixteen-foot statue of Red
Grange helping out, the deck, designed by john Crook III and
built by Dean Becker and Dale Miller, depicted by animated
displays, models, and films scenes of campus life in '24 and
Red's most famous game against Michigan. This set the stage
for the 1974 Homecoming activities.

16-foot Red Grange welcomes Alumni

The alumni arrived on the sunny and warm November
morning to relive their memories and to help celebrate in the
day's festivities. William Stallman (X579), president of the
Alumni Association, started the official events with a business
meeting reporting on the state of the house. After a buffet
lunch the classic confrontation of the 1924 homecoming

opponents, the Michigan Wolverines versus the Fightin' lllini,
took place. Though hit by injuries, a tragic death to a team
member, and lacking the services of the "Galloping Ghost,"
the Illinois squad came just inches short of upsetting the na
tion's number three ranked team.

Undergrads, Alumns and wives mingle before game

The disappointed, but not disheartened, fans returned to
the house to start an awards banquet in the living room. The
delicious dinner, catered by our regular cooks, Dottie and
Marylou, honored Ralph Smykal (X575) as the oldest re
turning alum, Glenn Grosse (X577) with an outstanding serv
ice award, and Trent Rhyne (X936) for coming the longest
way to attend (from San Diego, California)! Trent was not the
only one to travel a great distance to attend, however. Some of
the 150 plus in attendance came from Ohio, Florida, Minne
sota, Kansas, as well as Illinois, to show their support for our
chapter. The finale was an open bar parly with a live combo




