
OUR NEXT 100 YEARS:
Building the Future for Chi Zeta

Just a few weeks ago, more than 120 Chi Zeta 
brothers attended the Old House Reunion and 

Auction. Throughout the weekend of events, 
brothers had a chance to reminisce with one 
another, reconnect with those they hadn’t seen in 
many years, and bid on numerous auction items 
in support of the Our Next 100 Years: Building 
the Future for Chi Zeta campaign. 

Throughout the weekend, I was constantly 
reminded of what our brotherhood is all about. 
It doesn’t matter if two weeks or 20 years 
have gone by since I’ve last seen my Chi Zeta 
brothers; because when we are all together, 
things pick up right where we left off.

That’s one of the many reasons I am so 
passionate about this capital campaign. It is truly 
a testament that Lambda Chi Alpha is a Lifetime 
of True Brotherhood. More than 135 Chi Zeta 
brothers have given back to our campaign efforts 
because they truly believe that Lambda Chi 
Alpha is worth the investment.

But our work is not yet complete! In order 
to meet our $2.15 million fundraising goal, we 
need broader support from the 1,083 Chi Zetas 
who have yet to contribute to our campaign. To 
date, only 11.10% of brothers have given back 
to the campaign, while the average participation 
among Greek chapters completing this type of 
project is around 25%. 

If you are one of the 1,083 brothers who have 
yet to give back to the campaign, now is the 
time! We need your support for this once-in-
a-lifetime project now more than ever before. 
Pledges can be spread over a five-year period, and 
reminders will be sent to you. You can also make a 
pledge online at http://donatenow.kintera.org/lxa 
and the payments can be deducted directly from 
your account. It’s that easy!

BROADER PARTICIPATION NEEDED FOR CAMPAIGN SUCCESS
Are You among the 1,083 That Have Yet to Give?

Online Giving Available: Supporting Chi Zeta has never been easier. 
To make a donation using our secure online giving form, 

please visit http://donatenow.kintera.org/lxa.

If you have given back to the campaign for Chi 
Zeta, I want to thank you. I am truly thankful that 
you have made an investment in the future of our 
fraternity and have shown your commitment to 
our Lifetime of True Brotherhood. But we still 
need your support. Please help us by reaching 
out to brothers in your Chi century who have yet 
to contribute and encourage them to pledge their 
support today! 

It is imperative that we meet our fundraising 
goal as quickly as possible to ensure financing 
from the bank for our project so we can get 

started on construction. As I’m sure you know, 
construction costs continue to rise each day. It is 
important we secure the remaining funds to keep 
these costs low.

Thank you for your support of Lambda Chi 
Alpha. I am proud to call you my brother!

In ZAX,
Chris Gary ’85 X1225
Development Committee Chairman
chrisgary55@gmail.com
(708) 712-9200

“Please, not a big box!” That was 
my first thought when I heard we 
needed to rebuild. My first view 
of Chi Zeta, the building, was 
during high school recruitment. 
With a long lawn, curved walk, 
and beautiful front façade, it was 

definitely not a big box. Our founding alumni 
built one of the most graceful and inviting 
structures on campus. However, on closer 
inspection, our old house reveals a patchwork of 
scars, wear, and repairs—the physical evidence 
of age and hard fraternity life. 

Most of my Lambda Chi memories include the 
house, either as the backdrop or occasionally as 
the lead actor. As a freshman, our pledge party 
theme was a square dance, including bales of 
hay for decoration. Eventually the bales broke 
open, and around 1 a.m. the hay fight began. It 

engulfed the formal room and spread to all floors. 
By morning, the hay had been ground into small 
flecks and covered every surface of the house. 

My sophomore year, prior to walkout, the 
pledges filled the house with yellow chad from 
computer punch cards. A clever prank, but a 
nightmare to clean up. I remember thinking, 
“How many loose chad fit into this garbage bag? 
Half million? Five million?” For each million I 
gathered, thousands would squeeze into every 
nook, cranny, and crack larger than the thickness 
of paper. For my next four years in the house, 
it was impossible to clean or move anything 
without finding hay and yellow chad.

Unfortunately, our old house must come down. 
Physical evidence of our college lives will 
be destroyed with the building, including the 
cracked tile in the drying area of the second-

floor shower, where a brother and I dropped 
a heavy object. Or my share of damage to the 
third-floor hall that served as the playing field 
for every inventive game one can imagine. My 

To the Last 88 Years: Our Old Chapter House
By John Stirniman ’76 X1033

Dale Miller ’73 X985, John Crook ’72 X980, John 
Stirniman ’76 X1033, and Brian Parkinson ’76 
X1035 building the LCA sign at the front of the 
chapter house. John Stirniman was the designer 

and coordinator for construction of the sign as an 
associate member class gift for the class of 1979. 

(Continued on back page)
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Circle of Distinction
($100,000 and Above)
Bradford W. Dickson ’74 X1009
Joseph P. Nolan ’83 X1178
Jay Galla ’85 X1252

Illini Society
($50,000 to $99,999)
The Chi Zeta Actives
William E. Stallman ’48 X579
Donald E. Plote ’52 X639
Jeffrey Wandell ’62 X785
John Crook ’72 X980
K. Dwight Hendricks ’73 X988
Paul R. Witkay ’72 X992
John Stirniman ’76 X1033
Ronald Corn ’77 X1050
	 In memory of
	 Larry Partington ’77 X1043
	 Dale Margerum ’77 X1044, and 
	 Ned Wendorf ’77 X1052 
Joseph M. Pawlak ’83 X1181
McLaughlin Family Gift
	 Michael T. McLaughlin ’86 X1257
	 Stephen C. McLaughlin ’88 X1314
Shawn J. Valter ’86 X1265

Chi Zeta Society
($25,000 to $49,999)
Robert L. Vanderwall ’59 X732
John R. Mohan ’66 X870
William Strang ’71 X967
Terry R. Sears ’75 X1015
Glenn E. Gray ’75 X1016
Matthew M. Murphy ’75 X1028
Ronald D. Coleman Jr. ’79 X1100
John R. Beeler ’82
Eric E. Mennel ’84 X1207
Michael J. Kadubek ’86X1268
Kent A. Willetts ’90 X1366

209 E. Armory Society
($10,000 to $24,999)
James Pierce ’51 X620
William S. Gibson ’53 X652
Milton Janosky ’60 X749
Richard G. Melinder ’60 X755
	 In memory of
	 Jackson R. Melinder
Daniel J. Drescher ’71 X963
Prebil Family Gift
	 Richard L. Prebil ’72 X973
	 Charles R. Prebil ’01 X1651
	 William A. Prebil ’04 X1741

Dale W. Miller ’73 X985
Kardas Family Gift
	 Kim R. Kardas ’74 X997
	 Scott A. Kardas ’08 X1877
Stephen Snodgrass ’74 X1008
Peter J. Kale ’75 X1020
Douglas K. Mitchell ’77 X1046
Kenneth Baker ’78 X1089
	 In memory of
	 Dale Margerum ’77 X1044,
	 Ned Wendorf ’77 X1052, and
	 Robert Carlasare ’77 X1054
James M. Ehrhart ’83 X1180
James W. Fessler ’83 X1182
Paul E. Veith ’85 X1222
Michael Sullivan ’86 X1223
Steven A. Lipe ’86 X1261
Theodore A. Moody ’86 X1263
Anthony J. Biell ’86 X1269
Tyler M. Prince ’86 X1282
James S. Vaselopulos ’87 X1308
Adrian P. Honer ’88 X1317

Honor Society
($5,000 to $9,999)
Leo W. Parks ’52 X629
Robert L. Wilson ’53 X650
H. Keith McVicker ’63 X775
John C. Haas ’69 X912
Art R. Turpel Jr. ’69 X920
Larry Prast ’73 X990
Earl W. Simmons ’74 X996
	 In memory of
	 Dale Margerom ’77 X1044 and
	 Richard Tabaka ’77 X 1064
Michael A. Lembke ’74 X1000
L. Thomas Mais ’74 X1007
David Valcik ’75 X1017 
Charles V. Reed Jr. ’76 X1037
John Edmonds ’75 X1040
John T. Kannapell ’77 X1068
James Conlin ’79 X1095
Bryce T. Kristo ’83 X1175
Matthew A. Jones ’84 X1199
Tad D. Edwards ’85 X1237
Dale J. Davis ’85 X1247
Steve Kibler ’86 X1255
Scott J. Brown ’86 X1277
David C. Dutton ’87 X1288
Peter J. Berg ’87 X1307
David Fortier ’88 X1321
Thomas G. Varga ’88 X1329
Brian E. Tierney ’89 X1357
Len K. Krupinski ’90 X1384

White Rose Society
($2,500 to $4,999)
Richard L. Verkler ’55 X678
John S. Cross ’56 X685
Gary L. Kaufman ’66 X868
Jere Murray ’66 X872
Richard A. Nunemaker ’67 X882
Lawrence L. Jeckel ’70 X934
G. Trent Rhyne ’70 X936
R. Scott Graham ’70 X947
Paul Horning ’74 X1003
Stephen Cullen ’75 X1013
Mark S. Fedder ’75 X1026
Mark Droegemueller ’77 X1057
David S. Rebmann ’78 X1073
Joseph J. Romano ’78 X1077
Jim G. Daleo ’80 X1108
Christopher F. Gary ’85 X1225
Philip A. Kladar ’85 X1235
Christopher S. Meehan ’86 X1272
Robert S. Reed ’87 X1296
Michael J. Conway ’87 X1302
Kevin Trilli ’89 X1358
Scott W. Smilie ’90 X1372
Joel E. Riemer ’92 X1432
Mark C. Bernas ’93 X1469
James W. Powell ’94 X 1505
Scott M. Curran ’96 X1557
Seth L. Ellis ’05 X1700
David W. Michael ’07 X1829
Ryan M. Beckmann ’07 X1842
Phillip M. Prince ’09 X1912

Purple, Green & Gold Society
(Up to $2,499)
Bill Trumbull ’49 X597
James F. Hannagan ’49 X602
	 In memory of 
	 Joseph G. Lambright ’49 X590
Edward D. Harris ’57 X704
Jimmy B. Keller ’57 X711
Donald R. Selnger ‘58 X724
Frank Wiesenmeyer ’62 X782
Joseph Smolik ’64 X816
Hugh T. Connelly ’65 X843
Richard F. Schaller ’71 X951
Russell Andersen ’71 X955
Thomas Bemis ’73 X981
William J. Prebil ’73 X991
John C. Peck ’75 X1030
David Fedder ’78 X1070
William R. Wright ’79 X1091
Kevin Walker ’80 X1110
Joseph M. Ritter ’80 X1126

Steve Robinson ’82 X1157
Michael J. Hasek ’83 X1191
Robert A. Clarke ’85 X1246
J. Brian Fitzpatrick ’86 X1260
Michael C. Owens ’86 X1264
Douglas A. Schmoe ’87 X1289
Kurt Dietrich ’87 X1292
Steven L. Haimbaugh ’87 X1301
Braidy L. Hart ’87 X1305
Scott L. Thomas ’89 X1352
Kevin P. Strebel ’90 X1375
Jason A. Cooper ’92 X1447
Doug S. Sauder ’94 X1481
Jeremy M. Moen ’94 X1501
David E. Dahlquist ’95 X1537
Jamie S. Penk ’95 X1538
John W. Powell ’97 X1578
Stephen H. Wyatt ’02 X1679
Robert Kaskovich ’03 X1702
Ralph Barszcz ’02 X1710
Jeffrey M. Voels ’04 X1755
Lucas H. Sturnfield ’04 X1772

THANK YOU, GENEROUS BROTHERS AND FRIENDS, 
FOR COMMITTING $1,718,698

We are deeply grateful to the 142 brothers and friends who have 
contributed $1.7 million to Our Next 100 Years: Building the Future 

for Chi Zeta. These individuals recognize the importance of ensuring the 
future of Chi Zeta and have demonstrated a sense of gratitude for their 
personal experience. Commitments are still needed from the rest of our 
alumni to achieve our goal of $2.15 million.

All donors contributing a minimum of $2,500 to the campaign will be 
recognized on a plaque prominently displayed in the chapter house. If 
an error has been made in recording your gift, or your name has been 
mistakenly omitted or listed improperly, we sincerely apologize. Please 
contact our campaign coordinator at (785) 843-1661 with any corrections.

Alumni Association of Chi Zeta
P.O. Box 2374
Champaign, IL 61820

Address Service Requested

OUR NEXT 100 YEARS: Building the Future for Chi Zeta

Campaign Status 
At-a-Glance

As of September 15, 2015

$2.15 Million
Campaign Goal

 $1,718,698
Total Contributed

142
Total Contributors 

1,225
Mailable Alumni

dirty handprints in the arch, where our collective 
grime is preserved each year under a new layer 
of paint. Our arch stores a DNA repository of 
every Chi Zeta brother. When the building is 
leveled, I’m sorry to know that the remaining 
hay and chads that have eluded cleanup for 40 
years will be hauled away with the rubble. 

I shouldn’t have worried about a “big box” 
replacement. The new house retains the 
long lawn, curved walk, and beautiful front 
façade. And it’s well designed for the rigors of 
fraternity life. 

Having purchased, maintained, and built my 
own homes, I now have better respect for my 
college home. The founding alumni didn’t know 
you or me when they built Chi Zeta, but we took 
great advantage of the home they provided. I can 
now pay reparations for the share of damage and 
wear I inflicted on our old house, and show my 
appreciation to the founding alumni with a new 
home for thousands, most yet to be born.

Our Old Chapter House
(Continued from front page)


