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Chi Zeta All-Class Reunion
September 19-21, 2014

n lieu of a Homecoming celebration, the Alumni Board of Chi Zeta of Lambda Chi Alpha
is hosting a weekend-long celebration from September 19-21, to mark our final year in the
current Chapter House at 209 East Armory. Mark your calendars now, contact your friends,
and plan to be there. This is a great opportunity to gather together, relive memories and bid
the house a fond farewell.

Schedule of Events

Friday, September 19
9 p.m.–1 a.m. – Welcome party at
Joe’s Brewery on 5th Street
706 S. 5th St., Champaign, IL
61820

presented, and tickets for the
game will be distributed.

6:30 p.m. – Pig Roast and BBQ
dinner

11 a.m. – Fighting Illinis vs. Texas
State at Memorial Stadium

7:30–9:30 p.m. – Vegas Night

Saturday, September 20
As the time of the football game
has not been announced, all
Saturday times are subject to change
9 a.m. – Continental Breakfast at
the Chapter House. Plans for the
new house and for maintaining
Chi Zeta’s strength during the
2015-16 academic year will be

4–6:30 p.m. – Cocktails on the
lawn
5:30 p.m. – Group picture and
plans for the new house and for
maintaining Chi Zeta’s strength
during the 2015-16 academic year
will be presented for those unable
to attend the continental breakfast

9:30 p.m. – Bar Room
Be there for the biggest, greatest
Bar Room in Chi Zeta history!
Hotel Accommodations
Red Roof Inn-$89 per night plus tax
212 W. Anthony Dr., Champaign,
IL 61820
(217) 352-0101

Hawthorn Suites-$179 per night
plus tax
101 Trade Center Dr.,
Champaign IL 61820
(217) 398-3400
Do NOT miss this opportunity
to spend one last weekend at
the Chapter House with your
brothers! No matter your age, a
great time is guaranteed for all!
Please visit our website,
www.illinilambdachi.com,
for more information.

All Brothers Encouraged to Stay Involved

W

Now Is the Time to Connect with Chi Zeta

hen we graduate from the University
of Illinois, we all leave Lambda Chi
Alpha with high hopes of keeping
our fraternal bonds intact. Unfortunately, we
quickly find that many new interests—careers,
families, and civic activities—can create valid
diversions. The day-to-day activities of life take
over and, before long, we fall out of touch and
begin to wonder what happened to our brothers.
Knowing that other commitments can often
pull brothers in many different directions, the
Alumni Association of Chi Zeta has formed
several different committees in order to
reconnect brothers and to engage with those
who have become disconnected. This new
committee structure, which is being led by

the Board of Directors, includes more than 50
alumni from all eras of our chapter. It is our
hope that these different committees will work
in conjunction with the Board of Directors to
inform alumni about Chi Zeta, plan various
alumni events, and continue to analyze the
best strategy to staying competitive with other
housing options on campus.
We continue to seek volunteers from all
generations for help on these committees.
We have needs in finance, communications,
strategic planning and organizing social
activities. Volunteering on a committee is a
great way to become reconnected to Chi Zeta
and to work alongside brothers from all eras.
Committee meetings usually take place by

phone and via e-mail, so you don’t have to live
in the Champaign area to be involved.
This is an exciting time to be a member of
Lambda Chi Alpha. Please reach out to me
or to any of the committee chairmen should
you wish to get involved. A full roster of the
present organization is on the back cover of
this newsletter. Please take a look at it and let
us know how you can hep!
Yours in ZAX,
Richard “Dick” Prebil ’72 X973
Alumni Association Vice President
rprebilx973@gmail.com
(847) 602-9121

Chi Zetagram

2

Chi Zeta Introduces
Active Chapter
Mentoring Program

T

he alumni association is developing
an active chapter mentoring
program to connect undergraduates
and recent graduates of Chi Zeta with
alumni. The goal of the program is to
provide professional and other resources
to these brothers who are going into or
recently entered the workforce.
Seth Ellis ’02 X1700, member of the active
chapter mentor committee, said, “Right
now we are compiling a database of Chi
Zeta alumni that will be a resource to these
brothers. For example, if a graduating
senior is looking to move to the Denver
area, he can look up a mentor to ask about
job hunting or good neighborhoods.”
Alumni have a wealth of knowledge and
experience that this program seeks to
make more accessible to those who can
benefit from it most. For minimal time
commitment, you can provide guidance
to Chi Zeta members. If you would like
to get involved with the active chapter
mentoring program, please contact Seth
at sethellis83@gmail.com or visit our new
website, www.illinilambdachi.com, to
fill out a profile for our Lifetime of True
Brotherhood.

Breaking Bread

O

Jeffrey Wandell ’62 X785 Sees Sharing Meals
as a Foundation for Brotherhood

ne of the most important
lessons Jeffrey Wandell ’62
X785 learned from Lambda
Chi Alpha is respect. “When you join
an organization, the men become
your brothers and you care for them
even though they are different from
you. You learn to like them and to
know them, and that is what life is
about, understanding where people
come from and what they are trying
to do.”
One of Jeff ’s favorite memories of his time in
the chapter house is dining with the actives
and pledges. “We were like a family at the
end of the day,” Jeff said. Pledges and actives
intermixed, there weren’t cliques, and they were
all just brothers. He placed a high value on the
brotherhood traditions like the Lambda Chi
song after dinner and learning table etiquette.
These moments were important for establishing
brotherhood bonds. “We listened to each other,
about that day, their lives, and future plans.”
Jeff served as secretary of the chapter for two
years, and feels that the fraternity is a tool to
help young brothers become men. He learned
how to be more social and handle himself in
social situations, as well as the importance of
hard work. “We worked really hard keeping
the house looking good. Everybody worked
together as a team.”

Jeff earned a bachelor’s degree in
horticulture and a master’s degree in
advertising University of Illinois. He
began his career in retail after receiving
his bachelor’s degree, opening Prairie
Gardens in Champaign. The success
of Prairie Gardens led to the opening
of four more stores in Bloomington,
Springfield, Peoria and Terra Haute,
Indiana, all named Jeffrey Alans.
The success of Chi Zeta during his
undergraduate years helped give Jeff the
confidence that he would be successful in his
career. “There were all these people in the
chapter doing great things, and I had a sense
that there was a world beyond college that I was
going to be a part of, and I was going to have
a great life.” Lambda Chi helped Jeff develop
self-confidence to achieve great things.
Although Jeff ’s business acumen has allowed
him to live in different parts of the country, he
has remained invested in Champaign. He and
his wife, Charlotte, have two sons; Morgan
is the director of drama development at
Amazon, and Michael is the vice president of
corporate sponsorship for the NBA in China.
Jeff enjoys skiing and art collecting and he
is looking forward to the fall reunion event
September 19-21 and seeing his brothers
from the 1960s. “This event is important to
our Chapter. It is wonderful to remember the
past and bless the future.” You can contact him
at jawandell@aol.com.

Chapter Shows Strength

Members Excel in Recruitment, Academics, and Philanthropy

C

hi Zeta continues on our mission to
perform second to none. We are proud
of the work that the officers are doing.
The brotherhood remains strong, and we see
great potential in the newest members and
bond. Six members attended the Lambda Chi
Alpha Stead Leadership Seminar in Memphis
last summer. Four members attended both
the fall 2013 and spring 2014 Midwestern
Conclave meetings to represent Chi Zeta.

Membership Continues to Increase

The chapter had a successful recruitment with
29 newly initiated members in the fall and 12
associate members this spring. The process
employed the effective use of the bid committee

to recruit new members and identify core
values. We had a large chapter involvement
in all recruitment activities, including threeon-three basketball. High Delta Johnnie
Nonnie ’13 X2056 said, “Recruitment was
an extremely strong point of Chi Zeta this
year. Hosting events that appealed to brothers
and potential new members produced a
very welcoming environment. Using a bid
committee to evaluate potential new members
resulted in groups of quality young men that
will be the future of Chi Zeta.”

GPA on the Rise

Academics continued to improve this semester,
with a fall GPA of 3.067. New initiatives were

implemented this semester to improve chapter
academics, including an in-house tutoring
and mentorship program. High Sigma Scott
Corbett ’12 X2043 said, “Our chapter’s GPA
has been improving steadily for the past few
semesters. We hope to continue this trend and
raise our chapter GPA above the IFC average.”

$500 Raised for Foodbank

Chi Zeta is supporting both the Eastern Illinois
Foodbank and Feeding America. The chapter
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Alumnus Celebrated for Successful Architecture Career
Spotlight on Jim Scheeler ’45 X562

J

ames A. Scheeler ’45 X562 has had a world-class and celebrated
career in the field of architecture, which began at the University of
Illinois and Chi Zeta. Jim was proud to be a member of Lambda
Chi Alpha, and he enjoyed singing in the choir with his brothers and
serving as pledge master.
Something that stands out in Jim’s memory from his
time in the chapter house is the inscribed oak library
table. “It gave one a sense of those who had lived within
the chapter house; it and was a real gem. You won’t find
my name on it, but it was one of the things I remember
seeing during recruitment and was impressed with
during my time in the chapter,” Jim said.
Jim received a bachelor of science degree in architecture
with highest honors in 1951 and a master of science
degree in architecture in 1952. In 1953 he was awarded both a Fulbright
and the Francis J. Plym Fellowship in Architecture that permitted him
to travel extensively in Europe and undertake graduate study in civic
design and town planning in England. Following work as a design
architect for the Chicago office of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, he
practiced architecture as a principal in Richardson, Severns, Scheeler &
Associates, Champaign from 1959 until 1973. During that period Jim
also served on both the undergraduate and graduate design faculty of
the University of Illinois School of Architecture and was active in civic
and professional affairs.
Jim’s decision to join Lambda Chi Alpha was influential on his career.
“As an architecture student, I became aware of the kind of facilities
that produce environments that can enhance a student’s living and
study conditions. I put this to use when I got involved with student
housing at U of I,” Jim said. Two years ago Jim arranged for his family
to take a tour of all the building on the University of Illinois campus

raised more than $500 for the Eastern Illinois
Foodbank from our annual Watermelon Bust
philanthropy event. This semester we will host
a food drive and a donation competition in
order to support both causes.

Thank You, Alumni

I thank all of the alumni who have been
extremely supportive during this entire
process. I extend a personal invitation to drop
by the chapter house anytime to visit and check
out Chi Zeta! Feel free to contact me with any
questions, comments, or concerns.
In ZAX,
Jeremy Loescher ’12 X2016
High Rho
loescher.jeremy@yahoo.com

that Richardson, Severns, Scheeler & Associates were a part of. The
firm was integral in campus projects including campus housing, the
expansion of the civil engineering program, the undergraduate library,
and the music building.
A piece of advice Jim offers to the men of the chapter
today is to take advantage of networking. “Every
position I have ever had in my life I have had a
supporter,” Jim said. There was always someone there
running interference for him because he built up his
personal and professional network. “Young people
need to be aware that the networks they build as
students should be maintained and built upon. This
can provide a platform supporting upper mobility.”
Jim has often been recognized for his work in the field
of architecture throughout his careers and a few stand-out as highlights.
“The elevation to the College of Fellows was something I am very proud
of. Then to be nominated and elected from the College of Fellows for
the Kemper Award was a tremendous honor,” Jim said. The Board of
Directors of the AIA presented Jim with the Edward C. Kemper Award
for distinguished service to the profession in 2000 and Jim served
AIA in a number of senior executive positions, including executive
vice president. He retired from the AIA staff in 1990 but continues to
volunteer as resident fellow, international relations.
After being widowed in 1992, Jim married Nancy S. Kneece in 2007
and they reside in Reston, Virginia. Between Jim’s three children and
Nancy’s two, the couple has 10 grandchildren, ranging from age 2 to
22. Although Jim doesn’t have a lot of free time, he does enjoy their
family vacations at Mount Desert in Maine each summer and has
taken up his old hobby of sketching and painting. You can contact Jim
at jscheeler@aia.org.

Ben Seadler ’14 Serves on
Student Advisory Committee

C

hi Zeta was proud to have the representation of Ben Seadler ’14 X1974 on
the national Student Advisory Committee (SAC). The SAC was formed in
1970 and reports directly to the Grand High Zeta. The SAC was formed
to help the Lambda Chi Alpha staff and the Grand High Zeta stay in touch
with undergraduate concerns and problems and to allow undergraduates to
communicate directly with Lambda Chi Alpha’s highest levels of international
authority. The SAC has helped pass significant legislation and includes a representative from
each Conclave who serves a one-year term. Each member of the Student Advisory Committee
is elected at a meeting of their Conclave or regional group of chapters. The country is split
into 12 Conclaves and there are 17 chapters in the Midwest Conclave.
Ben, a senior bioengineering major, said, “It has been a privilege to represent Chi Zeta and
the Midwest Conclave in the meetings of the Grand High Zeta. My time as High Alpha of Chi
Zeta definitely gave me the skills and experiences necessary to fulfill my duties on the Student
Advisory Committee.”

Chi Zetagram
Deceased Notices_____________________
Lawrence Gagin ’39 X324 of Littleton,
Colo., passed away peacefully on March
26 surrounded by his family. Larry worked
30 years as a manager of research at Johns
Manville and he was widely recognized as one
of the world’s top glass technology experts. He
is survived by his children, Jean Brown, Paula
Hofmann, Larry Gagin, and Jim Gagin, eight
grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his loving wife
of 68 years, Marion, daughter, Mary Ellen
Nelson, son, Richard Gagin, sister, Margaret,
and brother, Bill.
George Dupre ’43 X521, most recently of
Stockholm, Wis., passed away April 22, 2013.
Married 20 years to his beloved wife, Dolores,
who passed away in 1972, he is survived by
his children, Valerie, Steven, and Mark, seven
grandchildren, and brother, Richard. He was
preceded in death by his father, Valentine,
his mother, Annette, and his brother, Lee. He
proudly served in the First Infantry Division
in World War II, was awarded the Purple
Heart, and fought in the Battle of the Bulge.
He met Dolores at the University of Illinois,
where George received a degree in industrial
engineering. He was a successful inventor and
businessman, who founded two companies in
Illinois. He will be especially remembered for
his infectious laughter and his warm heart.
Ron Bordeaux ’81 X1150, passed away on
January 15, 2014. A native of Peoria, Ill., he
graduated with the highest honors with a BS
in finance, then received a law degree from of
Harvard Law School. Ron was an international
tax partner with PricewaterhouseCoopers
for nearly two decades in Washington, DC.
A member of the Foreign Activities of US
Taxpayers Committee and the US Activities of
Foreign Taxpayers Committee of the American
Bar Association, Ron was a frequent speaker
at tax seminars worldwide and published
articles on a wide array of international tax
topics. All who knew Ron will long remember
his curiosity and great zest for all things tax,
tennis, travel and family. Ron is survived by
his children, Brittany and Nicholas, mother
Helen Bordeaux, brother David Bordeaux,
sisters Janice Bordeaux and Donna Adams,
and his former wife, Christina Bordeaux.
Alumni News_________________________
James W. Stubner ’39 X328 is 93 and says he
moves slowly but is generally enjoying life. He
has been in contact with Charlie Murry ’44.
James lives on Mercer Island, Wash., with his
wife, Audrey.
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Alumni Update
Richard T. Loewe ’49 X601 wrote a historical
novel published in 2000. He invented and
developed a 0.2 cubic inch air compressor that
mounts on a car wheel and maintains proper
tire pressure by wheel rotation. He lives in
Tustin, Calif. E‑mail: richard.loewe@gmail.com
Richard W. Reynolds ’49 X600 and his wife,
Trudy, were married in 1956 and have four
children, 11 grandchildren, and two greatgrandchildren. He holds 24 U.S. patents from
his work with Sundstrand Aerospace. Dick lives
in Rockford, Ill. E‑mail: dickreyn@aol.com
Donald E. Plote ’52 X639 says he and his
wife, Nancy, are on the “worldwide exploring
business.” They live in Henderson, Nev. E‑mail:
don.plote@verizon.net
Robert C. Eberhart ’53 X653 celebrated his
80th birthday in 2013. He and his wife, Norma,
are retired and spend most of their time in
South Bend, Ind. They also enjoy spending
time at their vacation home in Englewood, Fla.
Their two sons live in Florida and daughter in
California. Bob is an active Rotary member.
E‑mail: reberh7153@aol.com
Frank M. Wiesenmeyer ’62 X782 has been
studying Spanish since January 2009. He began
studying at Richland Community College for
two years and since has been learning on his
own watching Tele Novelas on Univision. He
also practices by listening to Spanish radio from
Chicago and San Juan, Puerto Rico. Frank is
active in amateur radio with his main interest in
making contact with friends using the amateur
space satellites called OSCAR (Orbiting Satellite
Carrying Amateur Radio). He lives in Decatur,
Ill. E‑mail: fwmeyer@richland.edu
Richard A. Salogga ’64 X809 remembers his
daughter being born on the day of his thesis
presentation in 1968. He lived in Fort Wayne,
Ind., and worked as a licensed architect one
year after graduation. He then received the
Ryerson Fellowship in 1970 for GMO Study in
Europe. He then worked for nine years in Ohio
and moved to Seattle, Wash., in 1978, where he
currently resides. He started an architectural
firm in 1983, which merged with a larger
firm in 1996, and he retired in 2009. Richard
specialized in healthcare design for 30 years.
E‑mail: rsalogga@gmail.com

R. Scott Graham ’70 X947 helps behavioral
healthcare organizations prepare for national
accreditation. Scott and his wife, Julia, reside in
Ellicott City, Md. E‑mail: bhealth1@verizon.net
Dr. Lawrence L. Jeckel ’70 X934 is
self‑employed as a practicing psychiatrist. He
and his wife, Nancy, live in Champaign, Ill.
E‑mail: jeckel@illinois.edu
Dan Nelson ’70 X1097 is recovering well
from his recent medical emergency and hopes
to be returning home later this spring with
a prognosis for a slow but full recovery. On
Christmas day last year Dan suffered plural
life-threatening brain aneurisms that left
him unresponsive and on a ventilator. As a
result of the trauma, Dan was placed in an
induced coma for several weeks and remained
in critical condition. Fortunately, Dan and
his wife, Patti, daughter Molly (6) and twins
Sean and Megan (2) live in Manhattan
Beach, California, near several world-class
medical facilities, including the UCLA
research hospital, so he received the necessary
immediate care. After months in the ICU
Dan was weaned from ventilation and began
intensive speech, physical and occupational
therapies, which are continuing today.
Although he is working to regain full stamina,
balance and mobility, Dan has recovered his
wit and would love to hear from you! You can
e-mail him at dson97@aol.com, or you can
contact Patti at pregan@theReganGroup.com.
Thomas Bemis ’73 X981 has been working
for a small MIT engineering start-up
company for the past nine years. Prior to that,
he worked in defense electronics and finished
his education with MS‑CalTech in 1979.
Thomas lives in Arlington, Mass. E-mail:
tombemis@tbemisfea.com
Peter J. Kale ’75 X1020 and his wife, Patricia,
enjoy living in Urbana, Ill., and following
Illinois sports and the arts in town. They
travel often and have visited Lambda Chis
all over the country and in Europe. E‑mail:
peter.kale@carle.com
Dale J. Davis ’85 X1247 is busy taxiing
kids to piano, theater, chorus, and coaching
basketball with his youngest daughter. His son
is visiting and applying to colleges. Dale has
run 11 marathons and has biked 10 300 miles
in three days to raise funds for Make‑a‑Wish
Foundation. He and his wife, Lisa, live in
Midland, Mich., with their four children.
E‑mail: davisdj2000@hotmail.com
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Tyler M. Prince ’86 X1282 works for
SalesForce.com in Chicago as executive vice
president of worldwide alliance and channels,
consulting firms and software companies
around the world. Tyler, his wife and three
children live in Wheaton. E-mail: tylerprince@
yahoo.com
Jason B. Rice ’00 X1639 and his wife, Sarah,
had their first child, Nathan, November 29,
2011. He completed his internal medicine
residency in June 2013 and was appointed
to the Loyola University Chicago Medical
School Faculty as a primary care physician in
July 2013. He lives in La Grange, Ill. E‑mail:
JasonRiceMD@gmail.com
Adam R. Hardy ’02 X1680 was one of
the engineers of record for a new Runway
10C‑28C that opened at Chicago O’Hare
airport on October 17, 2013. He and his wife,
Laura, live in Chicago and have two children.
E‑mail: arhardy319@gmail.com

Chapter Officers
Alpha Sam Sagan ’12 X2044
(312) 859-2703 / smsagan@msn.com
Beta Tommy Campbell ’12 X2034
Theta Brendan Lum ’13 X2060
Gamma Drew Minik ’13 X2075
Tau Corbett Milbourn ’13 X2059
Kappa Brandon Varel ’12 X2033
Deltas Billy Jin ’13 X2062, Tommy Koelzer
’13 X2070, Nate Megginson ’13 X2082,
Jonnie Nonnie ’13 X2056
Phi PJ Gallo ’12 X2028
Sigma Scott Corbett ’12 X2043
Epsilons Justin O’Donnell ’13 X2072, Craig
Randle ’13 X2088, Phillip Nielsen ’12 X2046
Iota Danny Saladino ’13 X2083
Rho Jeremy Loescher ’12 X2016
Executive At-Large Members PJ Gallo ’12
X2028, Brian Nicolls ’12 X2031, Justin
Zylberman ’12 X2018

New Website Gives Opportunity
for Better Engagement

T

Alumni Encouraged to Visit Site

he Board of Directors is excited to announce the launch of a newly managed website.
We have made the decision to enlist a third-party provider that can offer more flexibility
and customization of the content, allowing more timely and relevant information to our
members.

We will be looking to add content over the next year and envision this website to be the
portal for prospective members, active brothers, and alumni to come together and find the
information they need relating to Chi Zeta. In this day and age, we want to be more engaged
with our members and need the content that we currently share via the Chi Zetagram, mailed
correspondence, and other channels to be seamlessly accessible in a centrally managed digital
platform. Some of this vision includes having all of you able to:
• Read articles on alumni and chapter news that has previously only been available only in
		 print form.
• Find archived Chi Zetagram newsletters in PDF format.
• See the schedule of upcoming alumni events.
• Read and submit career and life updates for our ongoing alumni news section.
• Browse photo albums of our time in the chapter and alumni events.
• Ask questions and provide feedback to the Board of Directors.
• Take part in polls or provide thoughts on issues/concerns facing the chapter.
• Connect with others via established social networking platforms (e.g., LinkedIn,
		 Facebook).
As we create this new experience, we will also be looking to ensure the right level of privacy
is enabled with controlled access to different pieces of information. The bottom line is that we
want to be more actively engaged and connected to each other, and we want this website to
be one of the vehicles to better support you. When you have any questions related to Lambda
Chi Alpha, we want this to be one of the first places you go to get those questions answered.
What else would you be interested in seeing on the website? We are open to feedback and
would love to hear what additional functionality and capabilities could be of value. Please
share any thoughts with communications committee chairman John Crook ’72 X980 at
john@crookmail.com.

www.illinilambdachi.com
Spring 2014 Associate Members
Jim Barista
Palos Heights, Ill.
Agribusiness Markets
and Management
Steven Birch
Woodridge, Ill.
Physics
Jack Feldman
Willowbrook, Ill.
Integrative Biology

Jerron Janecek
Springfield, Ill.
Business
Nealay Kalita
Champaign, Ill.
Mechanical
Engineering
Andre Perez
Chesterfield, Va.
Mechanical
Engineering

Ashwin Pillai
Hackettstown, N.J.
Mechanical
Engineering

Sam Srajer
Oak Park, Ill.
Materials Science
and Engineering

Nick Schwartzkopf
Alsip, Ill.
Undeclared

Matt Westrich
Lincolnshire, Ill.
Business

Matt Silich
Winnetka, Ill.
Engineering

Jack Wood
Villa Park, Ill.
Undeclared
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Find Us on the Web

Attention: This newsletter is intended for alumni and undergraduates. If your son is still attending
the University of Illinois , he will receive a copy at the chapter house. If he has graduated,
please send us his permanent address to update our records. Thank you.
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